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As We Gather 
How do God’s people respond to His grace-filled kindness? After listing the many blessings that God 
freely gives His people, Martin Luther wrote in his explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed, 
“For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.” Praising God is a joyous and sacred 
duty for all believers. The Psalms are filled with calls for His people to join in joyous and enthusiastic 
praise. Psalm 150 begins, “Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary.” That is what we do as we gather 
in His house in response to His amazing grace! 

 
Prelude “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices” M. Reger 
 
Opening Hymn “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices” #811
1 Oh, that I had a thousand voices 

   To praise my God with thousand tongues! 
My heart, which in the Lord rejoices, 
    Would then proclaim in grateful songs 
To all, wherever I might be, 
What great things God has done for me. 

 
2 O all you pow’rs that He implanted, 

    Arise, keep silence now no more; 
     Put forth the strength that God has granted! 

    Your noblest work is to adore. 
O soul and body, join to raise 
With heartfelt joy our Maker’s praise. 

3 You forest leaves so green and tender 
    That dance for joy in summer air, 
You meadow grasses, bright and slender, 
    You flow’rs so fragrant and so fair, 
You live to show God’s praise alone. 
Join me to make His glory known. 

 
4 All creatures that have breath and motion, 

    That throng the earth, the sea, the sky, 
Come, share with me my heart’s devotion, 
    Help me to sing God’s praises high. 
My utmost pow’rs can never quite 
Declare the wonders of His might. 

Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658–1734; tr. The Lutheran 
Hymnal, 1941, alt.Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing 

House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001400

 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences Deuteronomy 6:4–5; Proverbs 3:3–6 
P Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 
C You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

might. 
P Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on 

the tablet of your heart. 
C So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man. 
P Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 
C In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and ask His gracious forgiveness for 

the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 



We pause to reflect on our sinful hearts and lives… 
P We say together, 
C We now confess to Almighty God before the whole company of heaven and one another, that 

we are sinful human beings by nature and by deed. We have not always put God first. We have 
used His holy name in ways that do not honor Him. We have not always been devoted to the 
Lord nor cherished His Holy Word as we ought. We have failed in to keep our thoughts, words, 
and deeds pure and honorable. We have coveted and even taken what is not ours.  We have 
spoken that which is not helpful or true, and have not always put the best construction on all 
things. We pray for God to have mercy on us, to forgive us all our sins, and to bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

P For the sake of Jesus Christ, the almighty and merciful Lord grants us pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T  WORD  T 
Introit Psalm 119:137–140, 142; antiphon: v. 144 
P Your testimonies are righteous forever; give me understanding that I may live. 
C Righteous are you, O LORD, and right are your just decrees. 
P You have appointed your testimonies in righteousness and in all faithfulness. 
C My zeal consumes me, because my foes forget your words. 
P Your promise is well tried, and your servant loves it. 
C Your righteousness is righteous forever, and your law is true. 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Your testimonies are righteous forever; give me understanding that I may live. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. O Lord, You call us to be faithful in very little in order to be trusted with much. Preserve 

us by Your unending mercy, and because without You we will fail, keep us from all things hurtful 
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading T  The Coming Day of Bitter Mourning  T Amos 8:4-7 
          4Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an end, 5saying, “When 
will the new moon be over, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we may offer wheat for sale, 
that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great and deal deceitfully with false balances, 6that 
we may buy the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals and sell the chaff of the wheat?” 
7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: “Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem – Men’s Choir “For These Blessings” N. Sleeth  



Epistle T  Pray for All People  T 1 Timothy 2:1-15 
        1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 
all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly 
and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires 
all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and there is 
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all, which 
is the testimony given at the proper time. 7For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am 
telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 8I desire then that in every 
place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling; 9likewise also that women 
should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair 
and gold or pearls or costly attire, 10but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with 
good works. 11Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. 12I do not permit a woman to teach 
or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 13For Adam was formed first, then 
Eve; 14and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 15Yet she 
will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel T  The Parable of the Dishonest Manager  T Luke 16:1-15 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 
brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2And he called him and said to him, ‘What is 
this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 
3And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away 
from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do, so that 
when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 5So, summoning his 
master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘A 
hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7Then he 
said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’  

8The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world 
are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9And I tell you, make 
friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into 
the eternal dwellings. 10“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is 
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous 
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful in that which is 
another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 13No servant can serve two masters, for either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and money.” 14The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they 
ridiculed him. 15And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows 
your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  



 T  Confession of Faith  T The 2nd Article
 

P Let us confess our Christian faith together… 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

P What does this mean? 
C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, 

born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold 
or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may 
be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This 
is most certainly true.

 
Sermon Hymn “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” #743
1 Jesus, priceless treasure, 

Fount of purest pleasure, 
    Truest friend to me, 
Ah, how long in anguish 
Shall my spirit languish, 
    Yearning, Lord, for Thee? 
        Thou art mine, 
        O Lamb divine! 
I will suffer naught to hide Thee; 
Naught I ask beside Thee. 

 
2 In Thine arms I rest me; 

Foes who would molest me 
    Cannot reach me here. 
Though the earth be shaking, 
Ev’ry heart be quaking, 
    Jesus calms my fear. 
        Lightnings flash 
        And thunders crash; 
Yet, though sin and hell assail me, 
Jesus will not fail me. 

 

3 Satan, I defy thee; 
Death, I now decry thee; 
    Fear, I bid thee cease. 
World, thou shalt not harm me 
Nor thy threats alarm me 
    While I sing of peace. 
        God’s great pow’r 
        Guards ev’ry hour; 
Earth and all its depths adore Him, 
Silent bow before Him. 

 
4 Hence, all earthly treasure! 

Jesus is my pleasure, 
    Jesus is my choice. 
Hence, all empty glory! 
Naught to me thy story 
    Told with tempting voice. 
        Pain or loss, 
        Or shame or cross, 
Shall not from my Savior move me 
Since He deigns to love me. 

 Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 
1827–78, alt.  Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
  

  



Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 

may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 

Offertory Meditation 

T  SACRAMENT  T 
Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
The Words of Our Lord 

 
Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 

You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest 
in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for 
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven... 

 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

T  DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT  T 
 

Piano Selection “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” J. Walther 
 

 “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” #623
1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray 

That we may feast on You today; 
Beneath these forms of bread and wine 
Enrich us with Your grace divine. 

2 Give us, who share this wondrous food, 
Your body broken and Your blood, 
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n, 
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n. 

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


3 By faith Your Word has made us bold 
To seize the gift of love retold; 
All that You are we here receive, 
And all we are to You we give. 

 
4 One bread, one cup, one body, we, 

Rejoicing in our unity,

Proclaim Your love until You come 
To bring Your scattered loved ones home. 

 
5 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: 

O keep us steadfast till that day 
When each will be Your welcomed guest 
In heaven’s high and holy feast. 

Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844–1932, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace” #844
1 Lord of all nations, grant me grace 

To love all people, ev’ry race; 
And in each person may I see 
My kindred, loved, redeemed by Thee. 

 
2 Break down the wall that would divide 

Thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side. 
My neighbor’s good let me pursue; 
Let Christian love bind warm and true. 

 
 

3 Forgive me, Lord, where I have erred 
By loveless act and thoughtless word. 
Make me to see the wrong I do 
Will grieve my wounded Lord anew. 

 
4 Give me Thy courage, Lord, to speak 

Whenever strong oppress the weak. 
Should I myself the victim be, 
Help me forgive, rememb’ring Thee. 

Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916–2018, alt. 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 
Communion Blessing 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Benediction 
 
Closing Anthem – Men’s Choir “Go Now in Peace” N Sleeth
 
Postlude “Postlude in C Major” G. Handel 

 
 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 

 
Vocalists:  Men’s Choir 
Lector:  Sunday:  David Witkosky; Wednesday: Rev. George Mrochen 
Altar Care:  Sunday:  Martha Moeller; Wednesday: Sandy Barry 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Please pray for these members of our St. Paul 

family: 

Dave Kandel    Cathy Gleason 

Jerry Kreten    Dawn McNicholas 

Graham Jackson  Janet Varnagis 

Janice Przybycien  Kevin Hickey 

Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 

Melva Smith   Lois Kaminske 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski   Beverly Sellers 

Lenore Curran   Betty Beegle 

Delphine Cherry  Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Deb Skopec 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children Marge Rochlitz 

Ron Hickey   Julie & Larry Gurga 

Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 

Gloria Meyer   Jan Briede 

Delores Stegemann  Warren Miller 

Kurt Seehofer   The Polezoes Family 

Lincoln & Parker Alex  Patricia Murdoch 

Flora Jones   Beverly Fishbaugh 

Betty Kruckow    

 

Announcements & Notes: 

The Veteran’s Luncheon is Saturday, September 

24th.  While cake will be served after the meal, 

donations of other baked goods would also be 

greatly appreciated.  

“The Chosen” Bible Study—Curtis Simonson is 

beginning a new 8-week Bible study on Thursday, 

September 22 at 6:30pm on the popular series, “The 

Chosen.”  We’ll meet in the Timothy Room and 

everyone’s invited! Each week we’ll watch one 

episode followed by a time for discussion. 

Adult Choir—There will be NO adult choir rehearsal 

this Wednesday, but they will begin next 

Wednesday, September 28th at 7:15.   

Heartfelt thanks to EVERYONE who helped to 

make yesterday’s Vendor – Craft show a success, and 

there were many who planned and worked and 

baked and setup and tore down and more – thank 

you all! 

 

Please let the church office know when your need 

for our congregational prayers is over. 

(708) 423-1040 

 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 

members: 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Barb & Emily Feehan  Mark Fishbaugh 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 

Gloria Folsom   Mary Beth Pasqua 

Shirley Fairchild  Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres  Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland  Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Brad Benfield 

Doreen Holford  Janice Hernandez 

Judy Collins   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke)  Pam Kirk 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel  Heather & Josh Turro 

Mary Ann Rafidi  Pastor Mark Willig 

Joe Thomas   Paul Moeller 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Robert Gonzalez  Theresa Kostecki 


